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WEST  BROMWICH  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

at  31st  December,  1949. 

Chairman  :  Councillor  A.  Medley. 

Deputy  Chairman  :  Councillor  S.  Parry. 
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Chairman  :  Councillor  Miss  C.  E.  Hazel,  J.P. 

Deputy  Chairman  :  Councillor  Mrs.  N.  Sutton. 
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Councillor  R.  Bailey.  Mr.  H.  Jones. 

Councillor  Mrs.  Evitts.  Mr.  B.  Smith. 

Councillor  Mrs.  E.  W.  Grant.  Miss  G.  West. 

Director  of  Education  :  Leonard  G.  Rose,  B.Sc. 


The  Mayor,  Councillor 
Mrs.  G.  Wilkes. 

Alderman  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Smallman,  J.P. 


STAFF  OF  SCHOOL  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


School  Medical  Officer :  J.  Tudor  Lewis,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer :  C.  W.  D.  Cole, 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer :  W.  J.  Morrissey,  M.B., 
B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  :  Jane  Parker-Smith,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S. 
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Dental  Officers. 

Senior  Dental  Officer :  G.  J.  S.  Littlefield,  L.D.S. 

Assistant  Dental  Officer :  A.  H.  Bosworth,  L.D.S.  (part-time). 

School  Nurses. 

Miss  K.  Perryer  (Superintendent).  Miss  M.  E.  Blakey. 

Miss  G.  S.  Gedrych.  Miss  M.  E.  Greasley. 
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Miss  M.  E.  Jones. 
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Miss  J.  Hird  (till  31-8-49). 
Miss  E.  King. 

Miss  E.  Rawson  (from  1-9-49) 

Miss  B.  While. 

Clinic  Nurses. 

Miss  J.  Collett. 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Moore. 

Clerks. 

Miss  B.  Gorton  (till  7-5-49). 

Miss  M.  Reeves  (till  23-4-49).  Miss  J.  M.  Parry 

Miss  J.  Simcox  (from  23-7-49).  (from  8-6-49). 

Clerks  and  Dental  Attendants. 

Miss  M.  Adams.  Miss  S.  E.  Jesson. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Education  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
School  Health  Service  for  the  year  1949. 

The  general  health  of  the  school  population  was  maintained 
and  the  general  nutrition  of  the  children  may  be  regarded  as 
reasonably  satisfactory,  for  less  than  .1%  of  the  children 
examined  at  routine  medical  inspections  were  classified  as 
being  of  “  poor  ”  nutrition.  There  is  some  reason  to  think 
that  the  new  classifications,  which,  at  the  request  of  the 
Minister  of  Education,  were  introduced  two  years  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  assessing  the  school  children’s  general  condition, 
are  not  so  satisfactory  as  the  ones  previously  used. 

A  short  note  will  be  found  on  this  matter  in  the  body  of  the 
report. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  in 
the  schools,  excepting  in  the  case  of  measles.  Only  two  cases  of 
diphtheria  arose  in  the  schools.  Three  hundred  children  were 
immunised  against  diphtheria  and  a  supplementary  dose  given 
to  615.  It  is  now  estimated  that  82%  of  the  school  population 
is  protected  against  diphtheria. 

The  sad  fate  of  the  dental  service,  to  which  reference  was 
made  in  last  year’s  report,  has,  in  no  way  been  ameliorated. 
For  the  whole  of  the  year  we  had  the  equivalent  of  half  a 
dental  surgeon,  supplemented  by  a  little  help  from  one  of  the 
local  dentists.  The  result  has  been  that  any  constructive 
scheme  for  the  care  of  children’s  teeth  has  been  impossible 
and  it  has  been  necessary  to  concentrate  on  the  relief  of  pain 
and  the  treatment  of  gross  sepsis.  The  School  Health  and 
Attendance  Sub-Committee  have  made  every  effort  to  recruit 
dental  surgeons  by  increasing  salary  rates  and  by  appealing 
to  the  local  dentists’  organisation  but  with  no  results. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act,  had,  at  the  end  of  1949, 
been  in  operation  for  some  eighteen  months.  So  far  as  the 
School  Health  Service  in  West  Bromwich  is  concerned,  it 
appears  to  have  made  very  little  difference  to  our  work. 
The  arrangements  which  we  came  to  with  the  local  general 
practitioners,  and  which  I  outlined  in  my  report  last  year,  have 
continued  to  work  very  happily,  and  we  have  not  experienced 
in  West  Bromwich,  any  of  the  difficulties  which,  according 
to  reports  in  professional  journals,  have  arisen  in  other  areas. 
I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  the  local  doctors  for  their  continued  co-operation  and 
help  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  health  of  the  school  child. 
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During  October,  Dr.  Morrissey  attended  a  three  weeks’ 
course  on  mental  deficiency  and  allied  subjects  at  the  University 
of  London  and  is  now  recognised  for  the  purposes  of  examining 
educationally  subnormal  children.  It  was  not  possible  during 
the  year  to  make  any  further  progress  with  a  child  guidance 
clinic,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that 
a  part-time  speech  therapist  has  been  appointed  and  will 
shortly  be  taking  up  her  duties. 

The  members  of  the  staff  of  the  School  Health  Department 
have  rendered  excellent  service  through  the  year  and  I  wish  to 
record  my  thanks  for  their  help.  The  Director  of  Education 
and  his  staff  and  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  schools  have, 
as  usual  given  me  every  help  and  co-operation  and  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  them. 
The  Chairman  and  members  of  the  School  Health  and  Atten¬ 
dance  Sub-Committee  have  taken  a  most  active  and  enlightened 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Department,  and  have 
again  extended  to  me  their  customary  courtesy,  help  and 
encouragement  for  which  I  should  like  to  thank  them  very 
sincerely. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  TUDOR  LEWIS, 

School  Medical  Officer . 

April,  1950. 
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SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  POPULATION. 


School  Population,.  1949  ..  ..  ..  ..  13,536 

Number  of  Primary  Schools  in  Borough  .  .  .  .  20 

Number  of  Secondary  Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Number  of  Special  Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  I 

Number  of  Grammar  Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  I 

Number  of  Art  Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  Technical  Colleges  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  Secondary  Technical  Schools  .  .  .  .  1 


LOCATION  OF  SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

Central  Clinic  .  .  Lombard  Street  West,  West 

Bromwich. 

Stone  Cross  Clinic  . .  Jervoise  Lane,  Stone  Cross,  West 

Bromwich. 

Greets  Green  Clinic  Whitehall  Road,  Greets  Green,  West 

Bromwich. 

Hamstead  Clinic  .  .  Tanhouse  Avenue,  Hamstead. 


SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

During  1949  the  following  hygienic  improvements  were 
given  consideration  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Education 
for  approval.  The  work  will  be  carried  out  during  1950. 

1.  The  modernisation  of  the  out-offices  at  Hill  Top  School. 

2.  The  provision  of  a  new  sanitary  block  for  the  nursery 
at  Joseph  Edward  Cox  School,  and  additional  cloakroom 
facilities  for  the  nursery  at  Beeches  Road  School,  in 
order  to  bring  these  nursery  centres  up  to  the  standard 
required  for  them  to  be  recognised  by  the  Ministrv  as 
Training  Centres  for  Nursery  Class  Assistants. 

During  the  year  a  complaint  was  received  that,  when 
concerted  movement  was  conducted  in  Greets  Green  School, 
dust  was  set  in  circulation  from  the  walls  and  floors.  The 
collection  of  dust  was  due  in  the  main  to  defective  flues. 
The  dust  nuisance  was  eliminated  by  the  use  of  an  industrial 
vacuum  cleaner. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF 

SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 


Full  details  of  the  work  carried  out  will  be  found  in  the 
tables  at  the  end  of  the  report.  In  the  following  sections 
attention  is  drawn  to  the  main  items  of  interest  or  importance. 

(a)  School  Medical  Inspections.  (See  Table  I.) 

A  total  of  3,210  children  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
as  compared  with  a  total  of  3,653  children  in  the  previous  year, 
while  the  total  number  of  special  inspections  and  re-inspections 
during  1949  was  3,718  as  compared  with  4,134  in  1948.  The 
reduction  in  the  number  of  children  examined  at  routine 
medical  examinations  is  due  to  two  causes  ;  firstly  during  the 
year  both  the  assistant  medical  officers  were  away  during  term 
time,  Dr.  Morrissey  being  away  for  three  weeks  on  a  Mental 
Health  course.  Secondly,  to  the  fact  that  during  1949  the 
number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  each  routine  school 
inspection  has  been  reduced.  It  has  been  the  practice  in 
years  previously,  for  as  many  as  thirty  children  to  be  examined 
at  an  ordinary  routine  medical  inspection.  This  was  thought 
to  be  too  many,  particularly  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  at 
routine  medical  inspections,  re-inforcing  injections  for 
diphtheria  immunisation  are  given,  with  the  result  that  there 
was  a  tendency  for  the  examinations  to  be  rushed  and  for 
thoroughness  to  be  sacrificed  to  speed.  The  reduction  of 
the  examinations  to  25  per  session  gives  the  examining  doctor 
more  time  on  each  child  and  a  greater  opportunity  to  talk 
and  advise  the  mother.  I  am  quite  sure  that  what  is  lost  in 
total  numbers  is  made  up  for  in  efficiency. 

(b)  General  Condition  of  School  Children.  (See  Table  II.) 

Table  II  gives  the  results  of  the  classification  of  those 
children  examined  during  the  year  for  their  nutritional  state, 
or  as  it  is  now  called,  their  general  condition.  Of  the  3,210 
children  examined  at  routine  medical  inspection,  42.6%  were 
classified  as  being  of  “  good  ”  general  condition  compared 
with  62.2%  in  the  previous  year  ;  56.4%  were  classified  as 

being  of  “  fair  ”  condition  compared  with  35.6%  in  the  previous 
year;  0.99%  were  considered  to  be  of  “poor”  condition 
compared  with  2.3  %  in  1948.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  numbers 
classified  as  “  good  ”  have  appreciably  dropped  and  those 
classified  as  “  fair  ”  have  appreciably  increased,  while  those 
of  “  poor  ”  general  condition  are  now  less  than  1%. 

It  is  a  little  difficult  to  know  exactly  what  interpretation 
should  be  placed  on  these  figures.  In  the  first  place  the 
categories  of  “good”  and  “fair”  overlap  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  while  one  recognises  that  there  was  apparently 
a  20%  decrease  in  those  returned  as  “  good,”  yet  the  increase 


of  20%  of  those  classified  as  “  fair  ”  is  very  satisfactory.  The 
further  drop  of  those  classified  as  “  poor  ”  to  less  than  1  % 
is  also  gratifying.  Mv  feeling  is  that  this  classification  into 
“•good  ”  and  “  fair  ”  general  condition  is  not  a  satisfactory 
one  as  it  allows  far  too  much  latitude  to  different  examining 
doctors.  It  is  well  known  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
make  an  accurate  assessment  clinically,  of  a  child’s  nutrition 
or  general  condition,  and  while  most  careful  examiners  would 
recognize  a  child  of  outstandingly  good  nutrition,  he  would 
be  a  bold  man  who  would  undertake  to  make  an  accurate 
distinction  between  those  who  were  good  and  those  who  were 
merely  fair.  I  consider  that  the  previous  classifications  which 
were  “  Excellent,’’  “  Normal,’’  “  Slightly  Sub-Normal  ’’  and 
“  Bad,’’  were  the  better  ones.  In  spite  of  the  apparent  drop 
in  those  classified  as  “  good,’’  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
general  nutrition  of  school  children  is  satisfactory. 

Examination  of  the  categories  of  “  good,’’  “  fair  ”  and 
“  poor  ’’  in  the  different  age  groups,  that  is  to  say  : — 

(a)  Entrants — pupils  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  a 

maintained  school  who  are  examined  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  date  of  admission. 

(b)  Intermediates — pupils  attending  a  maintained  Primary 

School  who  are  examined  during  the  last  year  of 

attendance  at  such  a  school  and 

(c)  Leavers — pupils  attending  a  maintained  Secondary 

School  who  are  examined  during  the  last  year  of 

attendance  at  such  a  school 

does  not  show  any  marked  differences  except  that  the  small 
numbers  classified  as  “  poor  ’’  progressively  diminish  with  age. 
For  instance,  of  the  Entrants,  1.5%  are  classified  as  “  poor,’’ 
of  the  Intermediates  .98%  and  of  the  Leavers  .6%.  These 
numbers  are  too  small  to  be  reliable,  but  in  so  far  as  they  do 
give  some  guide,  they  suggest  that  the  years  spent  in  school 
improve  the  child’s  condition. 

(c)  Infestation  of  Vermin. 

In  1949,  23,661  examinations  for  uncleanliness  were 
carried  out  by  the  school  nurses,  and  of  these  900  pupils  were 
found  to  be  infested  with  vermin.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
institute  proceedings  under  the  Education  Act  in  respect  of 
any  children  during  the  year,  although  it  was  necessary  to  give 
a  warning  to  the  parents  of  one  child. 

During  the  year,  further  consideration  was  given  to  the 
procedure  for  effecting  the  cleansing  of  verminous  children, 
particularly  to  the  cleansing  of  dirty  heads.  The  procedure 
which  has,  for  many  years,  been  followed  in  West  Bromwich, 
is  to  encourage  mothers  to  clean  the  heads  of  their  own  children 
rather  than  to  do  it  for  them,  except  in  exceptional  and 
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extremely  bad  cases.  In  this  way  it  is  felt  that  the  responsi¬ 
bility,  which  undoubtedly  is  the  mother’s,  remains  with  the 
mother,  and  it  has  been  felt  that  if  children’s  heads  are  cleaned 
for  the  parents,  then  the  parents  will  tend  to  shelve  their 
parental  responsibility.  This  policy,  with  which  I  am  entirely 
in  agreement,  works  very  well  except  in  occasional  cases,  and 
it  is  these  occasional  cases  which  cause  some  difficulty,  for 
there  has  not  in  the  past,  been  any  easily  available  means 
of  cleansing  these  children.  The  Committee  now  have  this 
under  consideration,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  question 
of  appointing  a  person  to  do  this  work  is  under  active 
consideration. 

(d)  Minor  Ailments.  (See  Table  III.) 

A  total  of  3,087  cases  were  treated  for  minor  ailments 
compared  with  3,652  in  the  previous  year.  No  cases  of  ring¬ 
worm  of  the  scalp  were  encountered  and  only  9  cases  of  ring¬ 
worm  of  the  body.  Scabies  was  diagnosed  in  40  children. 
Minor  eye  conditions  amounted  to  162  cases. 

I  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  that  in  spite  of  the 
introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  on  July  5th, 
1948,  the  number  of  minor  ailments  had  increased.  This 
year,  it  will  be  noticed,  there  has  been  a  fairly  substantial 
diminution,  although  the  numbers  treated  are  still  appreciable. 
It  is  possible  that  this  diminution  of  minor  ailments  treated  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  every  child  is  now  eligible  for  treatment 
by  its  family  doctor. 

(e)  Defective  Vision  and  Squints. 

Three  hundred  and  nineteen  cases  were  examined  for 
errors  of  refraction,  and  spectacles  were  prescribed  in  177 
cases.  Cases  requiring  operation  or  orthoptic  treatment 
for  squint  were  referred  to  the  West  Bromwich  and  District 
General  Hospital.  Sixteen  children  were  operated  on  for 
the  correction  of  squint. 

(/)  Treatment  of  Defects  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

The  arrangements  were  continued  as  in  previous  years 
whereby  children  requiring  treatment  for  nose  and  throat 
conditions  were  operated  on  at  Hallam  Hospital.  Seven 
children  were  operated  on  for  mastoid  infection. 

(g)  Treatment  of  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

The  clinic,  formerly  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Leather, 
was,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  transferred  to  the  West 
Bromwich  and  District  Hospital  under  the  immediate  charge 
of  Mr.  Kirkham.  The  remedial  exercises  clinic,  however, 
continued  at  Hallam  Hospital.  These  changes  have  made  no 
difference  to  the  facilities  available  to  school  children  in  West 
Bromwich. 
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Summary  of  Work  at  Remedial  Exercises’  Clinic. 

Number  of  sessions  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  14 1 

Number  of  patients  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  54 

Number  of  attendances  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,186 

Treatment  by  Artificial  Sunlight. 

The  ultra  violet  light  clinics  were  continued  during  the 
year,  the  total  number  of  school  children  treated  numbered 
82  and  attendances  1,398,  compared  with  102  and  1,691 
respectively  in  1948. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  cases  receiving  artificial 
sunlight  has  dropped.  It  has  been  noticeable  for  some  years  that 
the  demands  for  ultra  violet  light  have  not  been  so  heavy  as 
in  previous  years,  and  this  is  probably  due  to  the  better  general 
condition  of  school  children,  consequent  upon  the  introduction 
of  meals  and  milk  in  school. 


PROVISION  OF  MEALS  IN  SCHOOLS. 


The  total  number  of  meals  served  during  the  year  (together 
with  the  figures  for  the  preceding  year)  are  set  our  below  : — 


1949 

1948 

Meals  for  payment 

695,994 

752,149 

Free  Meals 

94,058 

71,561 

Meals  supplied  to  teachers  and  helpers 

53,491 

53,056 

843,543 

876,766 

The  charge  of  5d.  per  meal  to  scholars  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year  under  review,  but  in  accordance  with 
paragraph  5  of  Ministry  of  Education  Circular  No.  210,  as 
from  1st  January,  1950,  it  has  been  decided  to  increase  this 
charge  to  6d.  per  meal.  This  increase  makes  provision  for 
one  of  the  national  economies  in  education  administration 
outlined  by  H.M.  Government.  Further,  in  order  to  comply 
with  Administrative  Memorandum  No.  70,  it  was  decided  to 
increase  the  charge  of  1/1  per  meal  to  1/2  per  meal,  as  from 
4th  April,  1949,  to  teachers  and  helpers  when  not  on  official 
duty,  since  the  unit  cost  per  meal  for  1949/50  exceeded  1/1. 

In  September,  work  was  commenced  on  the  kitchen  / 
dining  room  to  be  provided  for  pupils  attending  Charlemont 
School,  and  in  November,  the  erection  of  the  kitchen /dining 
room  for  pupils  attending  Hamstead  School  began.  These 
two  projects  were  included  in  the  1949  School  Meals’  Building 
Programme,  and  were  not  effected  by  the  Government  pro¬ 
nouncement  in  October  that  all  further  building  projects 
would  be  postponed  indefinitely.  This  pronouncement  meant 
that  the  erection  of  the  kitchen  /dining  room  at  Hill  Top  School 
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and  the  scullery /dining  room  for  use  by  the  Grammar  School, 
already  approved  by  the  Ministry,  will  not  be  completed  for 
some  considerable  time  to  come.  However,  the  Service  will 
be  improved  when  the  Charlemont  and  Hamstead  projects 
are  completed,  probably  by  September,  1950. 

Extension  to  the  dining  facilities  at  other  schools  have 
been  carried  out  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  erection  of  a  servery  and  wash-up  adjacent  to 
the  Junior  Girls’  Hall  at  Guns  Village  School  was 
completed  and  opened  in  March,  1949. 

2.  The  setting  up  of  an  additional  dining  room  for  the 
Infants’  Department  at  Black  Lake  School  was 
completed  and  opened  in  May,  1949. 

3.  The  erection  of  a  wash-up  at  Beeches  Road  School 
was  completed  and  opened  in  September,  1949. 

4.  The  erection  of  a  servery  and  scullery  to  the  dining 
hut  at  All  Saints’  School  was  completed  and  opened 
in  October,  1949. 


MILK  IN  SCHOOLS  SCHEME. 

During  1949  the  number  of  one-third  pint  bottles  of  milk 
supplied  free  to  pupils  was  2,310,810. 

The  administration  of  the  scheme  to  provide  one  pint  of 
milk  daily  at  a  cost  of  ljd.  to  children  who  were  unable,  by 
reason  of  disability  of  mind  or  body,  to  attend  school,  was 
continued. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

[a)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Three  hundred  children  were  immunised  during  the  year, 
and  a  supplementary  injection  was  given  to  615.  It  is 
estimated  that  82%  of  the  school  population  is  now  protected 
against  this  disease. 

(b)  Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
occurring  in  the  schools  is  shown  in  the  table  overleaf.  There 
was  a  further  marked  reduction  in  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
from  90  to  55,  and  only  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified. 
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The  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  remained  the  same 
as  last  year,  but  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
measles  due  to  the  epidemic  which  occurred  at  the  latter  end 
of  1948  and  the  early  months  of  1949. 


Disease 

Is/ 

Qr- 

2nd 

Qr- 

3rd 

Qr. 

4  th 
Qr. 

Total 

1949 

Total 

1948 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

4 

11 

20 

55 

90 

Diphtheria 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

2 

4 

9 

Whooping  Cough 

23 

9 

15 

10 

57 

57 

Measles 

264 

11 

4 

— 

279 

152 

Chicken  Pox 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

MORTALITY  IN  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 


Cause  of  Death.  No. 

Cardial  Degeneral  Muscular  Atrophy  .  .  . .  . .  1 

T.-B.  Meningitis  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Glioma  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Road  Accidents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Drowned  . .  . .  .  .  . .  , .  . .  . .  1 

Asphyxia  during  epileptic  fit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Influenzal  Meningitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Respiratory  and  Cardiac  Failure  following  Tetanus 

of  foot  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

TOTAL  . .  . .  10 


This  compares  with  10  deaths  in  1948. 

HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN. 

(a)  Categories  of  Handicapped  Children. 

The  number  of  the  different  categories  of  handicapped 
children  known  to  the  department  is  shown  in  the  table  overleaf . 
In  my  last  year’s  report  I  touched  upon  the  lack  of  facilities  in 
West  Bromwich  for  open-air  education,  and  the  difficulties  we 
have  experienced  in  dealing  with  maladjusted  children.  The 
difficulties  which  have  prevented  the  setting  up  of  a  child 
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guidance  clinic  in  West  Bromwich  have  not  been  resolved  and 
these  difficulties,  mainly  the  lack  of  trained  and  experienced 
staff  for  such  clinics  remains  an  obstacle  to  this  scheme.  The 
matter,  however,  is  still  under  consideration. 


(a)  Categories  of  Handicapped  Children. 


Category. 

In 

Special 

School. 

In 

Main¬ 

tained 

School. 

In 

Inde¬ 

pendent 

School. 

Not  at 
School. 

Total. 

Blind  .  . 

4 

4 

Partially  Sighted 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Deaf 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Partially  Deaf 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Delicate 

3 

79 

— 

1 

83 

Educationally  Sub¬ 

normal 

63 

63 

Epileptic 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Maladjusted  .  . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Physically  Handicapped 

11 

30 

1 

7 

49 

Speech  Defects 

— 

9 

— 

— 

9 

Multiple  Disabilities 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Total 

91 

125 

3 

9 

228 

(b)  Educationally  Subnormal  and  Mentally  Defective. 

Formal  examinations  were  carried  out  in  32  cases  ;  19 

children  were  re-examined.  The  findings  were  as  follows 

For  notification  under  Section  57(3)  of  the  Education 
Act,  1944,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act : 


Idiots  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Imbeciles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  4 

Educationally  Sub-normal : 

To  remain  in  Special  School  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

For  statutory  supervision  on  leaving  school  . .  3 

For  admission  to  Special  School  . .  . .  . .  17 

For  special  education  in  ordinary  school  . .  . .  — 

Retarded  :  To  continue  in  ordinary  school  . .  . .  13 

Normal :  To  continue  in  ordinary  school  . .  . .  6 

Maladjusted  :  To  continue  in  ordinary  school  . .  . .  1 


Report  on  the  Activities  of  the  Special  School  ( E.S.N. ). 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Malcolm,  Headmaster  of  the  Special 
School,  for  the  following  particulars. 
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In  1949  the  work  of  developing  and  extending 
the  work  of  the  Special  School  has  continued.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  the  School  Meals'  Service  took  over  the  provision 
of  the  mid-day  meal  with  very  satisfactory  results.  All  the 
scholars  partake  of  a  hot  dinner  at  school. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  been  good  and  the  attendance 
has  not  suffered  much  by  absences  through  illness. 

A  qualified  male  teacher  commenced  duty  at  the  School  in 
April  and  the  Senior  Boys  have  benefitted  greatly  by  this 
addition  to  the  Staff. 

More  attention  has  been  given  to  out-of-school  activities.  A 
party  of  24  children,  accompanied  by  all  members  of  the  Staff, 
spent  a  memorable  day  in  London.  Later,  all  the  scholars 
spent  a  full  day  in  the  country,  and  this  outing  was  concluded 
by  a  long  trip  on  the  River  Severn.  Parties  of  Senior  Boys 
participated  in  two  week-end  Camps  at  Hagley  Park.  The 
social  and  educational  opportunities  afforded  by  these  camps 
were  immediately  apparent  and  it  is  hoped  to  extend  their 
scope  in  the  coming  year.  On  several  week-ends,  small  groups 
have  been  taken  for  long  country  walks  which  have  included 
visits  to  farms  and  to  places  of  geographical  and  historical 
interest. 

With  a  view  to  increasing  the  number  and  variety  of  media 
in  the  Handicraft  Section  of  the  School  an  excellent  start  has 
been  made  with  Plastics,  in  addition  to  Canework,  Metalwork, 
Leatherwork  and  Woodwork.  A  group  of  boys  receive 
instruction  in  Cookery. 

The  number  of  scholars  is  steadily  increasing.  The 
number  on  the  registers  in  December,  1949,  was  67. 

(c)  Speech  Defects. 

Nine  children  were  found  to  have  speech  defects  which 
were  sufficiently  bad  to  be  regarded  as  handicapped.  There 
are,  however,  in  the  schools,  a  large  number  of  children  with 
speech  defects  of  a  relatively  minor  character  who  undoubtedly 
would  benefit  from  some  form  of  speech  therapy,  although 
their  defect  is  not  such  as  to  make  the  child  seriously  handi¬ 
capped.  At  the  time  of  writing  negotiations  are  in  progress 
for  the  appointment  of  a  qualified  speech  therapist. 

(d)  Deaf  and  Partially  Deaf  Children. 

It  has  still  not  been  thought  advisable  to  purchase  an 
audiometer  for  the  group  testing  of  children.  During  the  year 
demonstrations  were  seen  of  new  types  of  pure  tone  audio¬ 
meters  by  which  a  large  number  of  individual  children  could  be 
tested  in  a  relatively  short  time.  These  particular  instruments 
are  now  undergoing  tests  and  it  is  thought  that  they  will  show 
that  this  instrument  is  suitable  for  our  needs. 
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SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICE. 

Report  by  Mr.  G.  J.  S.  Littlefield,  L.D.S., 

Senior  Dental  Officer. 

In  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  School  Dental 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949,  it  is  with 
regret  that  I  have  to  record  the  almost  complete  breakdown 
of  the  organised  scheme  of  periodic  dental  inspection  and 
treatment  in  the  schools.  It  has  proved  impossible  to  fill  the 
vacancies  on  the  staff  with  the  inevitable  result  that  the 
number  of  casuals  attending  the  clinic  has  increased  and 
their  treatment  (mostly  extraction)  has  accounted  for  approxi¬ 
mately  90%  of  the  work  done  during  the  year.  The  ratio 
of  fillings  to  extractions  was  1  :  10.5.  Last  year  it  was  1:2. 

The  equivalent  of  only  0.5  of  a  full-time  officer  has  been 
available  for  the  school  dental  service  against  last  year’s 
figure  of  1.3  and  an  establishment  figure  of  2.5. 

School  dental  inspection  was  suspended  entirely  during 
the  year  as  it  was  obviously  impossible  for  comprehensive  and 
complete  treatment  to  be  given  to  all  who  might  accept. 
Conservative  treatment  was  given  to  all  who  requested  it, 
or  who  were  advised  and  accepted. 

Orthodontic  work  has  had  to  be  curtailed.  There  are 
11  cases  under  treatment  and  there  is  a  waiting  list  of  14.  The 
time  taken  up  by  this  work  is  considerable,  but  it  is  hoped  to 
maintain  the  present  allocation  of  approximately  one  session 
per  week.  Eleven  orthodontic  appliances  and  10  partial 
dentures  were  supplied  during  the  year. 

Attendances  at  the  clinic  numbered  3,586  of  which  2,042 
were  for  treatment,  the  balance  being  attendances  for  inspection 
only. 


1949 

1948 

Average  attendances  per  treatment  session 

13.4 

8.7 

Average  fillings  per  treatment  session 

1.2 

3.1 

Average  extractions  per  treatment  session 

12.4 

7.0 

Without  the  assistance  of  two  private  practitioners,  Dr. 
Mills  and  Mr.  Bosworth,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
cope  with  the  ever-increasing  number  of  casuals,  and  I  wish 
to  express  to  them  my  thanks  for  their  willing  help  and  co¬ 
operation.  For  about  six  months  I  had  the  services  of  Dr. 
Lusztig  as  an  anaesthetist,  but  a  breakdown  in  health  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  give  up. 

During  the  year  a  Kingsway  X-ray  unit  was  installed  at 
the  Central  Clinic  and  has  proved  a  valuable  diagnostic  aid. 
Certain  items  of  major  equipment  have  been  replaced  and  the 
second  surgery  at  the  Central  Clinic  is  now  almost  complete. 
The  recovery  room  has  been  fitted  up  so  that  it  can  be  used 
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as  a  darkroom  for  the  development  of  X-ray  films.  Stone 
Cross  Clinic  has  not  been  used  during  the  year,  but  it  is  intended 
to  replace  some  of  the  equipment  there  so  that  when  Dental 
Officers  are  appointed  they  will  be  working  in  exceptionally 
well-appointed  surgeries. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Committee  for  permitting  me  to 
proceed  with  this  re-equipment,  despite  the  fact  that  full  use 
of  the  surgeries  is  unlikely  for  some  time.  I  should  also 
like  to  thank  the  medical  officers,  Dr.  Cole  and  Dr.  Morrissey, 
the  nursing  staff  and  clerical  staff  of  the  School  Health  Service 
for  much  valuable  help  during  the  year  without  which  the 
difficulties  of  maintaining  even  the  present  dental  service 
would  have  been  greatly  increased. 

It  is  little  more  than  a  breakdown  service  and  as  long 
as  the  present  staff  shortage  continues  there  is  little  propect 
of  improvement. 


SCHOOL  CAMP. 

Since  1946  groups  of  West  Bromwich  pupils  have  been 
allowed  to  spend  periods  of  two  weeks  at  the  Smethwick 
School  Camp,  Ribbesford,  near  Bewdley.  During  the  period 
5th  August  to  11th  November,  1949',  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  were  permitted  to  send  five  parties  of  pupils,  one 
party  of  60  and  two  parties  of  30  girls,  and  one  party  of  60 
and  another  of  30  boys,  a  total  of  210. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 


Boys  Girls  T  otal 


Employed  Children  (13-15  Years). 

Number  of  new  registrations  : 

Delivery  of  newspapers  or  milk 

68  4  72 

Errands  and  light  shop  duties  .  . 

11  —  11 

Child  performers  .  . 

—  16  16 

79  20  99 


Number  of  licences  surrendered  or 
expired  : 

Delivery  of  newspapers  or  milk  .  . 

24 

1 

25 

Errands  and  light  shop  duties  .  . 

2 

— 

2 

26 

1 

27 

16 


(b)  Offences  Against  Bye-laws  : 

Employed  without  a  licence  12 
Employed  under  permitted  age  5 

17 

Number  of  warning  letters 

issued  .  .  .  .  34 

Number  of  employers 

interviewed  .  .  .  .  20 

(c)  Prosecutions  . .  . .  Nil 


Medical  Examinations  : 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  submitted  (Bye-laws)  .  . 

91 

6 

97  ' 

Number  passed 

83 

5 

88 

Number  failed 

7 

— 

7 

Number  did  not  attend 

1 

1 

2 

Number  submitted  (Child  Per¬ 
formers) 

_ 

16 

16 

Number  passed  .  . 

— 

16 

16 

CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS,  TEACHERS, 
SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS  AND 
VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

The  number  of  parents  attending  routine  medical  inspec¬ 
tions  was  2,408  or  75%  of  the  children  examined. 

Again  tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  teachers  and  school 
attendance  officers  for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  to 
the  department. 

Our  thanks  again  are  recorded  for  the  continued  assistance 
rendered  by  the  Poor  Children’s  Welfare  Society  and  the 
Rotary  Club.  Necessitous  children  were  supplied  with 
footwear.  Under  arrangements  with  the  Rotary  Club  19 
boys  were  sent  to  the  Convalescent  Home,  Weston-super- 
Mare. 

Much  help  was  rendered  to  the  Department  by  the 
National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
through  the  medium  of  Inspector  Lewis. 

As  I  stated  last  year,  opportunities  have  been  taken  to 
address  Parent-Teacher  Associations  of  various  schools, 
which  is  a  valuable  means  of  getting  in  touch  with  parents  and 
discussing  with  them  their  problems. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS. 

TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  &  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 
(INCLUDING  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS). 

A.— PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : 

Entrants  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1,060 

Second  Age  Group  . .  . .  .  .  . .  714 

Third  Age  Group  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1,356 


Total  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  3,130 


Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  .  .  .  .  80 


Grand  Total  . .  .  .  . .  3,210 


B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  . .  . .  .  .  1,555 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  2,163 


Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  3,718 


C.— PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical 
Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases 

and  Infestation  with  Vermin). 


Group . 

(i) 

For 

defective 

vision 

(excluding 

squint) 

(2) 

For  any 
of  the 
other 

conditions 
recorded 
in  Table 
II A 
(3) 

Total 

indivi¬ 

dual 

pupils 

(4) 

Entrants 

9 

147 

156 

Second  Age  Group 

38 

67 

101 

Third  Age  Group 

89 

94 

182 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

136 

308 

439 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

7 

4 

11 

Grand  Total 

143 

312 

450 
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TABLE  II. 

A.— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 


Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of 

defects 

No.  of 

defects 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(o) 

Skin 

23 

15 

167 

2 

Eyes — 

(a)  Vision 

143 

46 

37 

— 

(b)  Squint 

27 

1 

8 

— ■ 

(c)  Other 

22 

2 

48 

2 

Ears — 

(a)  Hearing  .  . 

6 

8 

5 

4 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

10 

16 

50 

1 

(c)  Other 

7 

16 

55 

4 

Nose  or  Throat  .  . 

114 

136 

109 

32 

Speech 

5 

11 

— 

— 

Cervical  Glands 

1 

7 

1 

4 

Heart  and  Circula- 

tion 

9 

45 

19 

16 

Lungs 

18 

77 

— 

49 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia 

2 

3 

— 

1 

(b)  Other 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture  .  . 

7 

8 

4 

1 

(b)  Flat  foot 

18 

27 

27 

3 

(c)  Other 

10 

12 

7 

13 

Nervous  system — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

3 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

1 

5 

2 

10 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development 

— 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Stability 

5 

10 

— 

8 

Other 

18 

59 

332 

108 

19 


TABLE  II — continued. 

B.— CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION 
OF  PUPILS  INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE 

AGE  GROUPS. 


No.  of 
Pupils 

A. 

(Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

C. 

(Poor) 

Age  Groups 

In¬ 

spected 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

0/ 

(5) 

(6) 

0/ 

(V 

(8) 

0/ 

Entrants 

1,060 

440 

/o 

41.5 

604 

/o 

57 

16 

/o 

1.5 

Second  Age 

Group 

714 

307 

43 

400 

56.02 

7 

0.98 

Third  Age  Group 

1,356 

584 

43.06 

764 

56.34 

8 

.6 

Other  Periodic 
Inspections  .  . 

80 

37 

46.25 

42 

52.5 

1 

1.25 

Total 

3,210 

1,368 

42.619 

1,810 

56.386 

32 

.996 

TABLE  III. 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN. 

( i )  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools 
by  the  school  nurses  or  other  authorized 

persons  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  23,561 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  900 

(Hi)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of 
whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section 
54  (2),  Education  Act,  1944)  . .  . .  . .  — 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of 
whom  cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section 
54  (3),  Education  Act,  1944)  . .  . .  — 
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TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 


GROUP  I. — MINOR  AILMENTS  (excluding  Uncleanliness, 

for  which  see  Table  III). 


w 

Number  of 
Defects  treated 

or  under 

treatment  during 

the  year. 

Skin 

Ringworm — Scalp — 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment. 

— 

(ii)  Other  treatment 

— 

Ringworm — Body 

9 

Scabies 

40 

Impetigo 

89 

Other  skin  diseases  . . 

29 

Eye  Disease 

162 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 
errors  of  refraction,  squint  and  cases 
admitted  to  hospital.) 

Ear  Defects 

122 

Miscellaneous 

2,636 

(e.g.y  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.) 

Total  . . 

3,087 

( b )  Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s 

minor  ailments  clinics  . .  . .  . .  15,405 
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TREATMENT  IV.— continued. 

GROUP  II.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding 
Eye  Disease  treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I). 

No.  of  defects 
dealt  with . 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  . .  319 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those 

recorded  in  Group  I)  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Total  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  321 


Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  : 

[a)  Prescribed  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  177 

(b)  Obtained  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  115 

GROUP  III.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE 

AND  THROAT. 

Received  operative  treatment — 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 

(b)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 
Received  other  forms  of  treatment 


Total 


GROUP  IV.— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL 

DEFECTS. 

(a)  Number  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  or 

hospital  schools  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

(b)  Number  treated  otherwise,  e.g.,  in  clinics  or 

out-patient  departments  . .  . .  71 

GROUP  V.— CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT  AND 

SPEECH  THERAPY. 

Number  of  pupils  treated — 

(a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements  . «.  — 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements  . .  — 


Total  number 
treated. 

116 

3 

119 


\ 


22 


TABLE  V. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

Total  number 
treated. 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s 
Dental  Officers — 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

(b)  Specials  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,735 

(c)  Total  (Periodic  and  Specials)  . .  . .  1,735 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  . .  . .  1,625 

(3)  Number  actually  treated  . .  , .  . ,  1,629J 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  . .  2,042 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to  :  (a)  Inspection  . .  — 

(b)  Treatment  . .  268 

Total  (a)  and  (b)  . .  . .  268 


(6)  Fillings :  Permanent  Teeth  . .  308 

Temporary  Teeth  . .  8 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  316 

(7)  Extractions :  Permanent  Teeth  . .  533 

Temporary  Teeth  . .  2,808 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  3,341 


(8)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extraction  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,294 

(9)  Other  Operations  :  (a)  Permanent  Teeth  . .  156* 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  . .  43 

Total  (a)  and  (b)  . .  . .  199 


*  Includes  11  orthodontic  appliances. 

f  Includes  4  Specials  inspected  in  December,  1948,  but  not 
treated  until  January,  1949. 


